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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FEA-02 AEC-11 AID-20 CEA-02 CIAE-00 

CIEP-03 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-11 FPC-01 H-03 INR-11 

INT-08 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 OMB-01 PM-07 RSC-01 SAM-01 

SCI-06 SP-03 SS-20 STR-08 TRSE-00 FRB-03 DRC-01 /148 W 

004651 

P 210754Z AUG 74 

FM AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2720 

SECRET TAIPEI 5268 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, TW 

SUBJECT: REPORTED OIL DISCOVERY IN TAIWAN STRAIT 
REF: A) STATE 182465, B ) TAIPEI 4271 

1. NO REPEAT NO DEPOSITS OF OIL HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED 
IN TAIWAN STRAIT WEST OF KAOHSIUNG. ARTICLE IN AUGUST 
15 "HSIN SHENG PAO" (HSP) REFERRED TO IN FBIS DAILY 
REPORT WAS EMBELLISHMENT OF INFORMATION EMBASSY HAS 
REPORTED PREVIOUSLY, NAMELY, THAT AMOCO TEST WELL HAS 
REVEALED PRESENCE OF LARGE QUANTITIES OF NATURAL GAS 
AND THAT DRILLING WILL CONTINUE TO DETERMINE IF FIELD 

IS LARGE ENOUGH TO JUSTIFY EXPLOITATION. 

2. CONFUSION MAY HAVE OCCURRED BECAUSE OF INAPPROPRIATE 
TRANSLATION OF CHINESE CHARACTERS IN HSP ARTICLE. 

LITERAL TRANSLATION IS "PETROLEUM GAS". TRANSLATOR 

MAY HAVE TAKEN WORDS TO MEAN OIL AND NOT NATURAL GAS, 
THE MEANING THAT WAS INTENDED. 

3. EMBASSY KEEPS IN TOUCH WITH OFFICIALS OF AMOCO, 

CPC AND OTHER CONCESSION HOLDERS AND WILL REPORT 
PROMPTLY ANY NEW INFORMATION ON PETROLEUM EXPLORATION 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 TAIPEI 05268 210854Z 
ACTIVITIES. 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


UNGER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, NATURAL GAS, PRESS COMMENTS, EXPLORATORY DRILLING, OFFSHORE OIL FIELDS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 AUG 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974TAIPEI05268 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740230-0251 
From: TAIPEI 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740828/aaaaayat.tel 

Line Count: 62 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: A) STATE 182465, B) TAIPEI 4271 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12-Aug-2002 by rowelle0>; APPROVED <26 FEB 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPORTED OIL DISCOVERY IN TAIWAN STRAIT 
TAGS: OEXC, TW 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



